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Alphabridge: A Playbook for Fund Marketing and Relationship Building. 

Executive Summary:  Engaging the Tech-Savvy Investor 

As the interest in alternative investments continue to expand into retail channels, the 
investment landscape has become more crowded.  And, when you add the dynamics of 
increased investor expectations and the importance of online engagement, fund marketing 
and distribution has become increasingly complex.   

To succeed, fund managers can no longer rely solely on traditional methods to engage 
investors and raise capital. Successful fund distribution requires an approach that includes 
multiple marketing channels, strategies, and tactics, synchronized to guide potential investors 
from engagement to committed investments to long-term fund advocacy.  

That’s where we come in.  That’s where we come in.  alphabridge  delivers a contemporary 
approach to fund marketing and distribution. Our solutions are backed with decades of fund 
marketing experience, technology-driven processes, and seamless interactions to help 
managers reinforce brands, strengthen relationships, and grow AUM. 

This marketing playbook explains the essentials to our investor journey, offering actionable 
insights and proven strategies for growing AUM and strengthening relationships. 

Seamless Investor Nurturing 

The path from prospect to advocate is a carefully structured process that includes five key 
phases: Awareness, Research, Consideration, Conversion, and Advocacy. Each stage requires 
a unique approach and specific engagement tactics, all aimed at addressing investors’ 
evolving needs and driving them toward deeper commitment. 

alphabridge Pre-Market Preparation 
Successful journey building starts before the first email is sent. This section covers the 
foundational work necessary for effective marketing, including comprehensive market 
analysis, detailed investor profiling, and precise fund positioning. You’ll learn how to 
design an integrated marketing ecosystem that is both strategic and personalized, 
ensuring your efforts resonate with the right audience from the start. 

"The aim of marketing is to know and understand the customer so well the 
product or service fits them and sells itself." 

— Peter Drucker 
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alphabridge: Awareness Stage 
The Awareness stage isn’t about hard selling—it’s about telling.  It involves engaging 
investors and subtly introducing your firm by empathizing with the real-world 
challenges investors face. By delivering valuable, solution-oriented content through 
email, social media, and content marketing, this stage helps position your fund as a 
trusted resource without pushing for immediate action. The goal is to drive 
engagement, creating enough interest in prospects to explore solutions in the 
Research stage. 

alphabridge:  Research Stage 
During the Research stage, prospects are actively seeking solutions but are not yet  
ready to be sold.  They want to know that others have faced similar investment 
challenges, as well as the solutions they used to overcome them.  Anything that feels 
salesy will likely turn the prospect away from engaging with you.  This phase focuses on 
providing educational, non-promotional content like case studies, white papers, and 
thought leadership articles that help investors understand how others have and are 
navigating similar complexities. The goal of your approach is to establish credibility 
and begin to earn investor trust, while guiding them toward the next engagement 
phase. 

alphabridge: Consideration Stage 
In the Consideration stage, prospects are now comparing solutions discovered in 
research to problems identified in awareness.  The focus here is to differentiate your 
investment strategy or fund by showcasing past performance, unique skills and 
investment attributes, competitive advantages, and solutions tailored specifically to the 
needs of the audience. Detailed information, such as fund fact sheets, comparison 
guides, and private meetings with fund managers, helps prospects make informed 
decisions as they move toward commitment. 

alphabridge:  Conversion Stage 
The Conversion stage is where prospects formalize their commitment to your fund. 
This phase involves personalized interactions, due diligence processes, subscription 
document delivery, and final negotiations. The objective is to make the investment 
process as smooth and efficient as possible by offering easy access to legal 
documents, diligence material, one-on-one meetings, and final sign-offs. The focus is 
on reducing friction and ensuring that prospects feel fully informed and ready to invest. 

alphabridge:  Advocacy Stage 
Once the commitment is made, the journey doesn’t end—it transforms into a long-term 
relationship. The Advocacy stage is about turning satisfied investors into advocates for 
your fund. Through ongoing communication, exclusive events, and referral programs, 
you nurture these relationships, turning clients into champions who actively promote 
your fund through word-of-mouth and recommendations. 
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Building Long-Term Relationships 

Successful marketing isn’t just about acquiring investors and raising capital—it’s about 
understanding the investor audience, establishing credibility and earning their trust by 
fostering long-term relationships and providing ongoing value. By aligning marketing 
strategies with each stage of the investor journey, fund marketers can create cohesive, 
engaging experiences that turn interactions into commitments and investors into fund 
advocates. The tactics and insights provided here are designed to help you think 
through and navigate modern investor engagement to ensure your fund stands out in 
a crowded market while building lasting investor partnerships. 

In short, this alphabridge playbook is designed to serve as a roadmap for anyone 
responsible for the process of attracting, engaging, and influencing prospective 
investors. 

  



 

 

www.aphabridgemarketing.com Fund Marketing and Distribution: A Playbook for Fund Marketing and Engagement 

alphabridge:  Evolved Marketing, Optimized Engagement, Measurable Growth. 

The alphabridge Pre-Market Analysis 

Before you start blasting content into the universe, you need to know what’s going on in it. 
Solid market analysis gives you a clear understanding of the current trends and investor 
dynamics, setting you up to position your fund as the solution investors didn’t even know they 
were missing. 

• Track Investment Patterns: Follow where the smart money is going—identify asset 
classes or strategies that are catching attention. 

• Spot Emerging Preferences: Evaluate fund inflows to identify shifts in investor behavior 
before your competitors do. 

• Analyze the Competition: Find out what they’re doing right (or wrong) and identify 
opportunities to outshine them with something unique. 

Investor Profiling 

The cookie-cutter investor approach doesn’t work anymore. Investors are more diverse and 
segmented than ever, which means you need to craft personalized engagement strategies 
based on deep insights into their behavior, preferences, and needs. 

• Segment Audiences: Group investors based on their behavior, interests, and where 
they are in their investment journey. 

• Identify Emotional Triggers: What motivates them? Capital preservation? Aggressive 
growth? Knowing their triggers helps you shape your message. 

• Map Decision Points: Understand when and how investors make decisions, so you can 
nudge them forward when it counts. 

Brand and Fund Positioning 

You’re not just another fund in a crowded room. Positioning is about highlighting why you’re 
the fund they didn’t know they needed, solving their specific problems with precision. 

• Define Your Strengths: Communicate what makes the fund better, without hyperbolic 
language or salesy verbiage. 

• Align with Investor Challenges: Craft messaging that doesn’t just describe your fund 
but positions it as the answer to their current challenges. 

Marketing Ecosystem Design 

It’s not just about throwing tactics together; you need to design a marketing ecosystem where 
each channel (email, content, social media) reinforces the others. Done right, this omnichannel 
approach moves investors from awareness to conversion smoothly, without them even 
realizing it. 

• Design Personalized Journeys: Every touchpoint should feel relevant to the investor’s 
stage in the journey. 
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• Sync All Channels: Whether they read your blog, click an email, or attend a webinar, 
everything feels connected. 

Execution 

Here’s where theory meets reality. The right mix of digital, traditional, and relationship 
marketing ensures your message lands whether you’re dealing with a tech-savvy millennial or 
an old-school institutional investor. 

• Blend Digital and Relationship Marketing: Tailor your approach to your audience, 
mixing tech with human touch where necessary. 

• Consistency Is Key: Ensure every interaction—whether online or face-to-face—delivers a 
consistent message that builds trust. 

Creating Ideal Investor Archetypes 

Not all investors are cut from the same cloth, so why would you market to them like they are? 
By building accurate investor personas, you can craft marketing strategies that feel highly 
personalized, even if they’re based on hard data. These personas go beyond basic 
demographics—they dig into emotional triggers and decision-making moments that make an 
investor say “yes.” 

• Investment Preferences: What do they look for? Are they conservative or aggressive? 
Understand their risk tolerance and return expectations. 

• Behavioral Triggers: What sparks them to act? Market shifts? Personal milestones? 
Knowing this lets you time your outreach perfectly. 

• Communication Style: Some investors want quick summaries, while others want in-
depth reports. Tailor your communication style accordingly. 

• Emotional Drivers: Are they building a legacy, preserving wealth, or chasing high 
returns? This defines how you frame your messaging. 

Identifying Target Audience Challenges 

If you want to resonate with your investors, you need to understand the pain points that keep 
them up at night. Lack of transparency, poor performance updates, or weak communication 
are real problems. If you can address these head-on, you position yourself not as just another 
fund manager but as a problem-solver who truly understands their needs. 

• Problem/Opportunity: Identify the core issues—whether it’s irregular updates, poor 
communication, or outdated reporting. 

• Implications: Show them the consequences of leaving these issues unaddressed, like 
investor churn or diminished confidence. 
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• Solution: Step in with clear, actionable solutions—whether it’s improving transparency or 
refining reporting processes. The goal is to show how you’ll alleviate their pain. 

Selecting Marketing Strategies/Engagement Channels 

Omnichannel marketing isn’t about throwing everything at the wall and seeing what sticks. 
Each channel has a purpose and should work together to create a cohesive experience that 
moves investors from awareness to conversion without friction. 

• Synchronized Channel Strategy: Whether a prospect clicks a social post or joins your 
webinar, they should encounter consistent, relevant messaging that builds trust and 
keeps your fund top-of-mind. 

• Unified Marketing Efforts: When each tactic is part of a larger strategy, engagement 
skyrockets, and so do results. 

Key Engagement Channels:  

• Email Marketing: Personalized, well-timed sequences that guide prospects step-by-
step through their investment journey. 

• Content Marketing: White papers, thought leadership articles, blog posts—whatever 
gets them thinking and engaged. 

• Website Marketing: Smart design, intuitive navigation, and valuable downloads to keep 
them hooked. 

• Social Media: Engage with short, shareable content that builds awareness and trust. 

• Search: Paid and organic tactics targeting investors actively seeking solutions. 

• Events and Networking: Real-time opportunities to connect, engage, and deepen 
relationships. 

• Other Marketing: From direct mail to influencer partnerships, everything plays a role. 

Email Marketing Tactics: 

• Journey Guiding: Tailored email sequences that keep investors moving along their 
decision-making path. 

• Press Releases: Concise, professional, and optimized for SEO—announce milestones or 
fund news. 

• Segmented Drip Campaigns: Target specific segments with relevant content, calls to 
action, and regular value. 

• Monthly Newsletters: Light and engaging—share performance highlights and market 
insights. 
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• Event Invitations: Personalized, compelling invitations that make investors want to 
attend. 

Content Marketing Tactics: 

• White Papers/eBooks: Position yourself as an expert with data-rich, visually compelling 
long-form content. 

• Thought Leadership Articles: Challenge the status quo—don’t just recycle what’s already 
out there. 

• Blog Posts: Short, SEO-friendly, and designed to solve specific investor problems.  

• Videos: Keep it concise—nobody has time for fluff. Deliver clear takeaways and insights. 

• Case Studies: Showcase real-world successes with before-and-after metrics, making 
your story relatable and credible. 

• Webinars: Make it interactive with Q&A, polls, and live engagement—not just a lecture. 

• Infographics: Visualize complex topics in a way that’s easy to understand and share. 

Website Marketing Tactics 

• Cookie Tracking: This is your secret weapon for staying relevant. By tracking visitor 
behavior, you can serve them personalized content later on. Just remember—
transparency is key. Offer easy opt-in/opt-out options to stay compliant with privacy 
regulations, and don’t overdo it with the tracking. 

• Interactive Tools: Think return calculators or chat agents. These tools provide value to 
your visitors while simultaneously guiding them toward a deeper understanding of 
their investment challenges. Simple and intuitive user experiences reduce friction. 

• Content Downloads: Gated content (like white papers or case studies) that requires an 
email address for access helps convert casual visitors into prospects. Just make sure 
what you’re offering is high value and directly related to their needs. 

• Intuitive Navigation: Nobody wants to play "Where’s Waldo?" on a website. Design 
your site so key information (investment team, strategies, etc.) is only a click away. 

• Personalized Landing Pages: Custom landing pages tied to specific campaigns or user 
journeys are crucial. A/B test these pages for conversion and make sure the messaging 
is laser-focused on solving the prospect’s specific challenge. 

• Resource Centers: Think of this as your content hub—a one-stop-shop for reports, 
guides, and other valuable resources. Make it easy to navigate and categorize 
everything clearly so users can spend more time on your site. 
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Social Media Marketing Tactics 

• Company Announcements: Keep posts short and to the point. Whether a new fund 
launch or a milestone, use attractive visuals with links to your website for more details. 

• Pre and Post Event Announcements:  Create buzz before your event and follow up after. 
Use event-specific hashtags, build anticipation, and then share highlights and key 
takeaways once it’s over. 

• Content Marketing Promotion: Repurpose white papers, thought leadership content, or 
case studies into bite-sized, platform-appropriate social posts. Think quick videos for 
LinkedIn or carousels for Instagram. 

• Problem-Implication Carousels: Walk your audience through a common problem and 
offer a visual solution without being salesy. These work well for engagement, especially 
on LinkedIn, where decision-makers are looking for solutions. 

• Brand Posts: Show some personality. Reinforce your fund’s identity, values, and vision 
in posts that reflect your brand voice. More than numbers, these are brand humanizers. 

• Client Success Stories: Use these posts to showcase real-world success stories with 
tangible outcomes. Bonus for quantified results—nothing speaks louder than numbers. 

• Influencer Collaborations: Partner with respected industry influencers to expand your 
reach. Just make sure the relationship feels authentic—audiences can smell a 
disingenuous partnership a mile away. 

• Polls and Surveys: Use these tools to drive engagement and gather insights from your 
audience. Ask the right questions, and you’ll get data that informs your strategy while 
increasing interaction. 

Search Marketing Tactics 

• Optimized Content: SEO isn’t just about cramming in keywords. It’s about making sure 
every piece of content—from your headlines to meta descriptions—offers real value and 
is discoverable by your target audience. 

• PPC Execution: Target high-intent queries with paid search ads. Use A/B testing to 
figure out which ad copy resonates most, and make sure your landing pages are 
optimized for conversions—don’t send them to a generic homepage. 

• Organic Rank Targeting: SEO is a marathon, not a sprint. Build backlinks, use smart 
keyword placement, and mobile optimize to drive rankings. 

• Keyword Analysis and Position Tracking: Use tools like SEMrush or Ahrefs to constantly 
refine your keyword strategy. Track how you’re performing and adjust as trends shift. 
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• Meta and Hashtag Placement: In search engines, focus on well-researched meta 
descriptions; on social media, keep hashtags relevant but specific enough to reach 
your intended audience without getting lost in the noise. 

Event Marketing Tactics 

• Sponsorship and Attendance Posts: Use your event presence as a chance to promote 
your brand. Whether you’re sponsoring or attending, highlight why this event matters 
and what makes your presence unique. 

• Target Identification and Pre-Event Marketing: Know who you want to engage before 
the event starts.  Connect with them to find out what they want to get out of attending. 
Craft a targeted outreach strategy leading up to the event, personalizing it for your 
most valuable prospects. 

• Post-Event Follow-Ups: The real value of events take place following the event. Tailor 
your follow-ups to reflect the conversations you had and the results they received.  
Make sure they’re timely and relevant to the prospect’s needs. 

• On-Site Engagements: Be strategic about capturing leads during the event. Whether it’s 
through live demos, meetings, or interactive tools, make sure you’re prepared to 
nurture these leads immediately after the event. 

• Event Landing Pages: Dedicated landing pages should serve as a hub for registration, 
event details, and follow-up resources. Make it visually aligned with the event branding 
and optimized for conversions. 

• Post-Event Surveys: Don’t overcomplicate things—keep your surveys short and focused 
on gathering actionable insights that you can use to improve future events. 

Network Marketing Tactics 

• Side Event Marketing: Hosting side events during major industry conferences can 
create a more intimate setting for high-value prospects. These smaller, exclusive 
gatherings build stronger relationships than big conferences often allow. 

• Direct Mail in Advance of Events: Don’t underestimate the power of a well-crafted, 
personalized mailer. Build anticipation and drive on-site engagement using high-
quality design to ensure it doesn’t get tossed with the junk mail. 

• Press Release Distribution: Generate buzz by distributing your event press release to 
relevant media outlets. Make it clear why this event matters and what attendees will 
gain from participating. 

• Strategic Partnerships: Team up with complementary brands to co-host events. Align 
your goals so both parties benefit, and your event draws from a wider pool of potential 
investors. 
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• VIP Dinners and Private Receptions: For top-tier prospects, nothing beats a personal 
touch. Host invite-only dinners or receptions to build relationships that feel more 
personal and meaningful than the typical sales pitch. 

Traditional Marketing Tactics 

• Fund One-Pagers: Think of this as the elevator pitch for your fund. Keep it clear, concise, 
and visually appealing so investors can understand your value proposition in a glance. 

• Tear Sheets: Highlight your fund’s performance in a clean, data-driven document. 
Visual aids like graphs and charts make the information easier to digest for time-
strapped investors. 

• Pitch Decks: Your pitch deck should tell a compelling story—not bore prospects with 
endless slides. Keep it visually driven, focusing on key narratives that differentiate your 
fund. 

• Fact Sheets: Offer detailed performance data and strategy overviews in a digestible, 
visually appealing format. Investors should be able to quickly get the information they 
need without being overwhelmed. 

• Brochures: Yes, print still works! Especially for traditional investors. Make sure the 
design and copy are high-quality to convey professionalism. 

• Investor Presentations: Whether virtual or in-person, your investor presentations need 
to focus on problem-solving and delivering value. Answer the key questions they’ll 
have upfront. 

• Product Overviews: Break down your fund offerings in a clear, straightforward manner. 
Highlight what’s in it for the investor without getting bogged down in minutiae. 

• Performance Reports: Transparent, easy-to-follow performance reports build trust. 
Investors want clear, straightforward data—don’t overwhelm them, but don’t leave 
anything out either. 

• Annual Reports: Your annual reports should combine strong visuals with a clear 
narrative about your fund’s successes and areas for growth. This is where you reinforce 
trust and confidence. 

• Pitch Books: Make these data-driven, visually appealing, and packed with well-
researched insights. A strong pitch book can make or break a presentation. 

Other Marketing Tactics 

• Direct Mail Outreach: Personalized, high-quality direct mail can still cut through digital 
noise. Make sure design and messaging stands out and provides clear value. 
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• Influencer Engagement: Authenticity is key when working with influencers. Make sure 
they align with your brand values and genuinely believe in your fund. 

• Client Advocacy Programs: Encourage happy clients to share their success stories. Offer 
recognition or incentives for referrals and build trust with new prospects. 

• Geo-fencing: This is where you get tech-savvy. Use location-based marketing to target 
prospects at industry events, competitor offices, or financial districts with timely, 
relevant offers. 

• Referral Programs: Make it easy for satisfied clients to refer others by offering a 
seamless process and meaningful rewards. This kind of organic growth can be one of 
your most powerful marketing tools. 

• Media Kits: A well-organized media kit helps generate buzz. Include key press releases, 
high-quality images, company overviews, and performance highlights in an easy-to-
navigate format for media outlets or potential partners. 

Conclusion: Each asset plays a critical role in executing your overall strategy. By keeping the 
content engaging, insightful, and aligned with industry best practices, you create a marketing 
machine that guides investors through the journey—from awareness to advocacy—while setting 
your fund apart from the competition. 
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Entering the Journey: Awareness Stage Strategy  
The Awareness stage is not about hard selling; it's about introducing your fund or brand 
through an authentic connection with potential investors. This is the point where you engage 
investors around the real-world challenges they face, demonstrate an understanding of their 
pain points, and highlight the implications of not addressing those issues. By showing how 
others in the industry are overcoming similar hurdles, you position your fund as a trusted 
resource rather than just another sales pitch. At this stage, it’s crucial to disarm investors, 
making them feel understood and supported without any pressure to act. Trust-building 
content that speaks directly to their needs and offers value is key. 

The goal is to drive enough engagement that prospects start exploring available solutions, 
pushing them toward the Research stage. If successful, investors will transition from merely 
recognizing challenges to actively seeking ways to solve them. 

By consistently delivering solution-oriented content, fund managers can build credibility and 
establish themselves as a go-to resource. The Awareness stage is where you set the 
foundation for future interactions—creating a seamless transition from interest to deeper 
engagement through thoughtful, valuable communication. 

Awareness Strategy and Tactics 

Email Marketing 

• Educational Sequences: Send well-timed emails that highlight market challenges, 

address their implications, and subtly introduce solutions without pushing for 

immediate action. 

• Press Releases: Use milestone-focused announcements (fund launches, partnerships) 
to build credibility and keep the brand visible without over-promoting. 

Content Marketing 
• White Papers: In-depth reports exploring industry challenges and potential solutions. 

These establish your fund as a thought leader and provide valuable insights investors 
can trust. 

• Thought Leadership Articles: High-level discussions on current trends and challenges, 
offering strategies that align with investor pain points. 

• Blog Posts: Short, focused posts addressing key issues investors face, designed to 
spark interest without overwhelming. 

• Videos: Short, engaging content that presents relevant challenges and highlights how 
your fund can help solve them, all without the hard sell. 

Website Engagement 
• Cookie Tracking: Retarget visitors with personalized content that addresses specific 

challenges they’ve shown interest in. 
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• Interactive Tools: Provide allocation quizzes, volatility calculators, or other investment 
focused tools that help investors evaluate options and uncover tailored insights. 

• Content Downloads: Offer downloadable reports, guides, or case studies that give 
prospects deeper insights into their market challenges. 

Social Media Marketing 
• Brand Announcements: Brief posts highlighting key milestones to increase brand 

familiarity without coming off as overly promotional. 
• Event Promotion: Announce participation in industry webinars or conferences that offer 

educational value, drawing investors in. 
• Content Promotion: Share thought leadership articles or blog posts to a broader 

audience, positioning your fund as a helpful, knowledgeable resource. 
• Problem-Implication Carousels: Use carousels on LinkedIn or Instagram to visually 

demonstrate key challenges and the implications of not addressing them—without 
jumping straight to solutions. 

Search Marketing 
• SEO-Optimized Content: Make sure your educational and challenge-focused content 

ranks well for search terms relevant to investor challenges. 
• PPC Campaigns: Run ads targeting keywords related to specific investment challenges 

or opportunities, driving traffic to your educational resources. 
• Keyword Analysis: Focus on high-relevance keywords that investors use when 

searching for solutions, ensuring your content is easy to discover when they start 
researching. 

Event Marketing 
• Pre-Event Outreach: Send educational content to key prospects before an event, 

making sure the content aligns with their challenges. 

• On-Site Engagements: At events, have casual but focused conversations around shared 
challenges, emphasizing opportunities to help without pressure. 

• Post-Event Follow-ups: Personalize follow-ups to reflect on the challenges discussed 
during events and position your fund as part of the solution. 

Network Marketing 
• Side Events: Host small, exclusive events around larger conferences for in-depth 

conversations about market challenges. These build stronger connections than a large 
event can. 

• Direct Mail: Send personalized mailers with market insights or educational guides, 
providing value before asking for engagement. 

Other Marketing 
• Direct Mail Outreach: Personalized mail with tangible market insights, reports, or case 

studies that offer value without expecting immediate responses. 
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• Influencer Engagement: Partner with industry thought leaders to expand your reach. 
Let their platforms communicate how your fund can solve key challenges. 

• Client Advocacy Programs: Use case studies or testimonials to share how existing 
clients overcame similar challenges, positioning your fund as an enabler of success. 

Stage Transition Intent Triggers  
• Content Engagement: Downloading a white paper, reading detailed blog posts, or 

watching thought leadership videos are signs the prospect is moving from passive 
awareness to active exploration. 

• Website Interaction: Spending time on solution-focused pages (case studies or 
strategy explanations) or with interactive tools signals interest in addressing challenges. 

• Requesting Information: Actions like requesting fact sheets, signing up for webinars, or 
subscribing to newsletters show an active interest in specific solutions. 

• Engagement with a CTA (Call to Action): Whether it's replying to an email, clicking on a 
“Learn More” button, or attending an event, these signals indicate a shift from passive 
awareness to active seeking. 

• Direct Contact: When a prospect reaches out with questions, schedules a meeting, or 
seeks clarification on how your fund can help, they are ready for the Research phase. 

• Social Media Interaction: Engagement with in-depth posts (like commenting on case 
studies or following educational threads) shows they are becoming more involved and 
curious about potential solutions. 

Awareness Calls to Action(CTAs): 
Calls to Action (CTAs) serve a pivotal role in guiding potential investors through the marketing 
funnel, from initial awareness to eventual conversion. CTAs are strategically placed prompts 
that encourage specific actions, making the next steps clear and accessible for prospects. 
They are crucial for converting passive interest into active engagement, ultimately leading to a 
deeper interaction or commitment. Effective CTAs are direct, persuasive, and aligned with the 
content or context in which they appear, ensuring they resonate with the target audience’s 
current needs or interests. 

• Download a Free Report: Download our latest market outlook report 
• Register for a Webinar: Join our emerging market webinar 
• Read More: Dive deeper into portfolio strategies with guide on investment options 
• Follow Us on Social Media: Follow us for regular updates and expert analysis  
• Subscribe to Our Newsletter: Subscribe to receive exclusive content  

Triggers That Move Investors from Awareness to Research 

The Intent triggers that move a prospect from Awareness to Research involve actions that 
show they are transitioning from surface-level interest to actively exploring solutions. These 
triggers include: 
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1. Content Engagement: When a prospect downloads a white paper, reads a detailed 
blog post, or watches a thought leadership video, it shows they are moving from 
passive awareness to more in-depth exploration. 

2. Website Interaction: Spending time on solution-focused pages (like case studies or 
strategy explanations) or using interactive tools (quizzes, performance calculators) 
signals that they are interested in learning more about how your fund might address 
their specific challenges. 

3. Requesting Information: When a prospect requests more materials, such as fund fact 
sheets or signing up for a newsletter/webinar, it indicates they want deeper, more 
specific knowledge. 

4. Engagement with a Call to Action (CTA): Clicking a “Learn More” CTA or replying to an 
email suggests they are no longer passively receiving information and are ready to 
engage further. 

5. Direct Contact: Reaching out to schedule a meeting or asking specific questions about 
your fund is a strong signal they are moving into active research. 

6. Social Media Interaction: Commenting on, sharing, or engaging with more in-depth 
posts like case studies or educational content suggests they are moving from general 
awareness to researching solutions. 

These actions demonstrate that the prospect is ready to move beyond just knowing about 
your brand to actively investigating how your solutions fit their needs. 
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Engagement in the Research Stage  
The Research stage is where prospects start digging deeper, looking for ways to solve the 
challenges they identified during the Awareness phase. At this point, they’re not interested in 
fund performance or direct comparisons. Instead, they want to understand how others are 
addressing similar issues. The goal here is to provide educational, non-promotional content 
like case studies, white papers, and thought leadership articles that offer solutions without 
pushing your fund. 

Your role is to guide their learning experience by positioning your firm as a resource that 
helps solve industry challenges, without overwhelming them with sales pitches. The key is to 
build trust by showing prospects how industry peers are tackling similar problems, while not 
yet offering detailed fund-specific information. 

Research Strategy and Tactics 

Email Marketing 
• Educational Sequences: Send a series of emails focused on solutions to common 

challenges, like white papers or insights on industry issues. Keep the content focused 
on problem-solving, not on performance metrics. 

• Case Studies: Share real-world examples of how others have solved similar problems. 
This allows prospects to visualize potential solutions without feeling like they’re being 
sold to. 

Content Marketing 

• White Papers: In-depth reports that explore broader market challenges and potential 
strategies for tackling them. These should emphasize thought leadership without 
promoting a specific fund. 

• Thought Leadership: Publish articles that dive into how various strategies can solve key 
investment challenges. This positions your firm as an expert in solving these problems. 

• Case Studies: Highlight examples of how other investors have overcome similar 
challenges. Include credible data to make these case studies relatable and actionable. 

• Exploratory Guides: Offer detailed guides on new strategies or approaches to help 
investors navigate their challenges. 

Website Engagement 

• Exploratory Tools: Investment modeling tools or performance calculators to help 
investors assess challenges and see how different scenarios would play out. 

• Content Library: Provide an organized collection of white papers, case studies, and 
articles so prospects can explore potential solutions at their own pace. 
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Social Media Marketing 

• Success Stories: Post stories about how investors solved similar challenges without 
directly highlighting your fund's performance. 

• Educational Infographics: Use infographics to visually explain different strategies for 
addressing common investment problems. Infographics are highly shareable and easy 
to digest. 

Search Marketing 

• SEO for Solution Queries: Optimize content to rank for search terms that relate to 
solving specific challenges in the investment space. 

• PPC Around Problem Solving: Run paid ads focused on keywords tied to specific 
challenges, driving prospects to your educational content instead of directly 
promoting the fund. 

Event Marketing 

• Solution-Focused Webinars: Host webinars that focus on broader industry problems 
and solutions, rather than delving into fund performance specifics. 

• Conference Sessions: Lead or participate in educational sessions at industry events, 
addressing strategies for overcoming investment challenges. 

Network Marketing 

• Roundtable Discussions: Invite prospects to small, informal events where industry 
challenges and solutions are discussed in a collaborative, non-salesy way. 

• VIP Sessions: Exclusive, invite-only events featuring expert discussions about broader 
investment strategies. 

Other Marketing 

• Client Advocacy in Education: Showcase satisfied clients talking about how they 
overcame challenges, keeping the focus on education rather than direct promotion. 

• Influencer Collaborations: Partner with well-respected industry voices to create content 
that tackles common challenges, leveraging their credibility to build trust with your 
audience. 

CTAs for the Research Stage 

The CTAs in this stage should encourage further exploration, helping prospects dive deeper 
into educational resources without pushing for an immediate commitment. These CTAs help 
build their confidence in your expertise while guiding them to engage more meaningfully. 

• Download: Download our guide to emerging investment strategies. 
• Read: Learn how others have solved portfolio diversification challenges. 
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• Register: Join our webinar on alternative investment strategies. 
• Explore: Visit our resource hub for insights on managing market volatility. 
• Discuss: Register for our exclusive roundtable on navigating today’s markets. 

 

Triggers That Move Investors from Research to Consideration  

When prospects engage with the following actions, it signals they’re moving from researching 
solutions to seriously evaluating them. They’ve gone from passive learning to actively 
assessing how your solutions might fit their needs. 

• Engagement with Case Studies: Regularly interacting with case studies shows the 
prospect is starting to evaluate your solutions more seriously. 

• Interest in Webinars or Events: Registering for solution-focused webinars or 
roundtables signals they’re seeking deeper conversations about solving their 
challenges. 

• Downloading Detailed Content: Downloading white papers or strategy guides indicates 
they’re ready to evaluate how your solutions could fit into their investment strategies. 

• Use of Exploratory Tools: Engaging with quizzes or calculators shows they’re assessing 
how different solutions can work for their specific needs. 

• Requesting Direct Discussions: When they schedule a meeting or sign up for an 
exclusive roundtable, they’re moving beyond general research and into serious 
evaluation. 

• Frequent Resource Hub Visits: Regular visits to your resource hub show they’re 
gathering information to make informed decisions. 

• Social Media Interaction: When prospects engage with success stories or educational 
infographics, it’s a sign they’re moving beyond surface-level research into more 
detailed exploration. 
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Engagement in the Consideration Stage  
In the Consideration stage, prospects have moved past casual research—they’ve identified 
their challenges and are actively comparing different solutions. They’re evaluating your fund, 
its strategy, and performance against others to determine which is the best fit. The goal here is 
to differentiate your fund by presenting unique advantages, specific value propositions, and 
performance data that directly support their decision-making process. Content becomes more 
fund-centric, focusing on your strengths, competitive advantages, and how you address their 
investment goals. 

At this stage, the key is to provide deep, detailed information, but in a targeted way that builds 
confidence without overwhelming. You want to showcase your fund’s ability to solve their 
problem while highlighting why it stands out compared to competitors. 

Consideration Strategy and Tactics 

Email Marketing 
• Detailed Fund Information: Send tailored emails that dive into your fund’s strategy, 

performance highlights, and risk management, helping prospects see exactly how your 
fund fits their needs. 

• Comparison Emails: Present your fund’s advantages over competitors—whether it’s 
through lower fees, niche expertise, or superior execution. Make sure to highlight 
what’s most important to each prospect. 

Content Marketing 
• Fund Fact Sheets: Create easy-to-compare fact sheets summarizing key performance 

metrics, strategy highlights, and differentiators. 

• Case Studies: Offer detailed case studies that demonstrate how your fund has solved 
specific investor challenges. Back it up with measurable outcomes. 

• Comparison Guides: Develop guides that directly compare your fund’s performance 
and strategy against competitors to help prospects make informed decisions. 

Website Engagement 
• Performance Analytics: Provide analytics that allow prospects to compare your fund’s 

performance against their current portfolios or other funds they’re considering. 

• Fact Sheet Downloads: Make it easy for prospects to download detailed performance 
reports or fact sheets for easy comparison. 

• Success Stories: Use real-world success stories to showcase tangible outcomes 
achieved by investors in your fund. 
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Social Media Marketing 
• Performance Highlights: Post key performance milestones and achievements in 

engaging social media posts that reinforce your credibility. 

• Client Success Snippets: Share bite-sized posts showcasing how your investors have 
benefited from your fund, with clear, quantifiable results. 

Search Marketing 
• PPC for Comparison Searches: Target paid ads toward high-intent keywords like “top-

performing funds” to drive prospects to your comparison guides or performance 
pages. 

• SEO for Fund-Specific Queries: Optimize your site for terms like “best growth funds” to 
capture prospects ready to compare fund options. 

Event Marketing 
• Performance Webinars: Host webinars offering an in-depth dive into your fund’s 

performance, strategy, and unique advantages. This provides real-time interaction and 
allows prospects to ask key questions. 

• One-on-One Meetings: Offer opportunities for private, one-on-one meetings with fund 
managers where prospects can discuss specific concerns and compare your fund in a 
personalized setting. 

Network Marketing 
• Private Investor Dinners: Host intimate dinners where prospects can get a deeper 

understanding of your strategy in a relaxed, conversational environment. 

• Roundtable Discussions: Organize exclusive, invite-only roundtables where investors 
can explore why your fund may be the right choice in a collaborative atmosphere. 

Other Marketing 
• Direct Mail with Performance Highlights: Send personalized direct mail featuring key 

fund performance highlights and additional materials to help prospects compare 
options. 

• Referral Programs: Encourage current investors to refer new prospects by showcasing 
strong results and offering incentives for successful referrals. 

CTAs in the Consideration Stage 
At this stage, CTAs should guide prospects to deeper engagement with your fund-specific 
materials or direct communication with your team. The goal is to make it easy for them to 
gather the final details they need to make a decision. 

• Download: Download our latest fact sheet. 
• Request: Request a personalized review. 
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• Attend: Register for our market update seminar. 
• Schedule: Schedule a private meeting with our fund managers. 
• Explore: Check out our information hub. 

 

Triggers That Move Investors from Consideration to Conversion 
These actions indicate prospects are ready to move beyond consideration and into the final 
stages of decision-making. They signal that the prospect is preparing for commitment and 
due diligence. 

• Request Meeting Follow-Up: Requesting a follow-up meeting indicates they are looking 
for final clarifications before making a decision. 

• Seek Data Room Access: Access to the data room suggests they’re in the due diligence 
phase, reviewing detailed financials and legal documents. 

• Investment Terms Inquiries: Asking about specific investment terms signals they’re 
negotiating final details, showing strong intent to commit. 

• Request Fund Documents: Requesting subscription forms or detailed reports means 
they’re gathering the materials needed to make a final decision. 

• Schedule Site Visit: Scheduling a visit to your operations or assets is a serious sign of 
trust-building before making a commitment. 

• Frequent Hub Visits: Regularly visiting your resource hub to review deeper 
performance or strategy data indicates they’re actively comparing your fund. 

• Request Manager Meeting: Asking for a direct meeting with fund managers shows 
they’re addressing final concerns and are ready to make a decision. 
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Engagement in the Conversion Stage  
In the Conversion stage, prospects are past deliberation—they’re ready to commit. At this 
point, evaluation shifts into action, with the focus on finalizing details, due diligence, and 
ensuring the investment process goes smoothly. Personalized interactions become critical as 
you work through legal documentation, specific terms, and potential special arrangements 
like favored nation status or follow-on rights. The key here is to ensure every investor feels fully 
confident and informed to move forward without hesitation. 

Your goal in this stage is clear: make the final steps easy, transparent, and frictionless. This is 
where smooth coordination, clear communication, and efficiency can make all the difference 
between a successful commitment and a stalled decision. 

 

Conversion Strategy and Tactics  

One-on-One Meetings 

• Personalized Discussions: High-touch, personalized conversations between the investor 
and fund managers to finalize details and resolve any lingering concerns. The focus is 
on aligning the investor’s goals with the fund’s strategy, clarifying terms, and 
addressing any special requests. 

Data-Room Access 

• Due Diligence: Provide secure access to the data room, allowing prospects to review 
critical financials, historical performance, strategy details, and legal documents. This is 
a vital step in due diligence and strengthens trust through transparency. 

PPM (Private Placement Memorandum) Delivery 

• Legal Framework: Deliver the PPM, outlining the fund’s legal structure, terms, risks, and 
investment strategy. Ensuring this document is reviewed in a timely manner is key to 
moving the process forward, as it solidifies the legal foundation for the investment. 

Diligence Meetings 

• In-Depth Q&A: Host diligence sessions dedicated to addressing specific investor 
concerns. These meetings provide an opportunity for prospects to ask detailed 
questions about the fund’s performance, strategy, and risk management, clearing any 
final doubts. 

Special Arrangements 

• Tailored Terms: For larger or strategic investors, negotiate custom terms such as 
favored nation status, follow-on rights, or co-investment opportunities. These 
arrangements can be critical in securing commitments from high-value investors who 
require tailored investment conditions. 
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Subscription Document Delivery and Signing 

• Final Sign-Off: Facilitate the signing of subscription documents (sub docs) by walking 
prospects through the process, ensuring they understand each term and condition. 
Keep this step as seamless and straightforward as possible to avoid delays. 

Fund Wires and Closing 

• Final Coordination: Once legal documentation is complete, coordinate the wiring of 
funds. Clear instructions and smooth communication are key to ensuring everything is 
set for the fund’s closing. This step marks the completion of the investment process. 

CTAs for the Conversion Stage 

In the Conversion stage, CTAs are designed to formalize the commitment. They should direct 
prospects toward final meetings, accessing essential documents, and completing the legal 
and financial steps needed to close the deal. The goal is to clear any remaining barriers and 
ensure the process is seamless, making the investor feel confident in their decision. 

• Final Meetings: Let’s finalize your investment—schedule a meeting. 
• Data Room Access: Gain access to our secure data room for due diligence. 
• Download the PPM: Review the Private Placement Memorandum. 
• Schedule Site Visit: Set up your diligence site visit to review operations. 
• Negotiate: Finalize terms—customize your investment conditions. 
• Sign Sub Docs: Complete your subscription documents to formalize the investment. 
• Wire Funds: Here are the wiring instructions to close the deal. 

 

Intent Trigger that Moves Investors into Advocacy 

The definitive trigger that moves an investor from the Conversion to the Advocacy stage is 
completion of the investment commitment. This happens when the investor signs the 
subscription documents and wires the funds. Once these steps are complete, the investor has 
fully committed, making them eligible to transition into Advocacy. 

At this point, the investor is no longer considering the investment—they’ve made their 
decision. Until the financial commitment is finalized, they remain in the Conversion phase. 
However, the moment those final legal and financial steps are complete, they transition into 
the Advocacy stage, now becoming an active participant in your fund. 
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Advocacy Stage Engagement 
The Advocacy stage is where satisfied investors transform into enthusiastic advocates for your 
fund. This phase isn't about making another sale—it's about nurturing long-term relationships, 
consistently providing value, and encouraging your investors to share their positive 
experiences. Advocacy is a powerful tool for organic growth, generating referrals, testimonials, 
and case studies, while reinforcing loyalty among your existing investors. This not only helps 
you retain clients, but also expands your network as they promote your fund to new prospects. 

In this stage, success hinges on earning advocacy through results and authentic engagement. 
Investors who feel appreciated and valued are far more likely to advocate for your fund. The 
goal is to maintain strong relationships, keep them informed, and foster a sense of partnership 
that motivates them to become vocal supporters. 

Advocacy Strategy and Tactics 

Client Testimonials 
• Success Stories: Encourage satisfied investors to share their stories through 

testimonials or video interviews. These should focus on how your fund helped them 
achieve their goals and why they trust your expertise. Testimonials build credibility and 
provide social proof for potential investors. 

 
Referral Programs 

• Incentivized Referrals: Develop a referral program that rewards existing investors for 
introducing new prospects. Offer financial incentives, exclusive benefits, or special 
access to future opportunities to motivate investors to spread the word. 
 

Case Studies 
• Real-World Examples: Involve long-term investors in case studies that highlight how 

your fund exceeded their expectations. Focus on the specific challenges the investor 
faced and how you delivered results, offering a persuasive reason for others to invest. 

 
Exclusive Events 

• VIP Dinners & Events: Host VIP appreciation dinners or exclusive events for top 
investors. These gatherings nurture relationships, build loyalty, and offer an informal 
environment for networking between GPs and LPs. 

 
Ongoing Communications 

• Regular Updates: Keep advocates engaged with regular performance updates, market 
insights, and exclusive content. This keeps investors connected to the fund’s ongoing 
success and encourages them to remain active advocates. 
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CTAs for the Advocacy Stage 
In the Advocacy stage, CTAs should focus on deepening relationships with existing investors 
while encouraging them to advocate for your fund. Whether it’s sharing their experiences 
through testimonials, referring colleagues, or participating in case studies, these actions 
strengthen loyalty and help grow your network organically through positive word-of-mouth. 

• Testimonials: Share your experience and success story. 
• Referrals: Invite a colleague to learn more about our fund. 
• Participate: Be featured in our next success story or case study. 
• Join: Attend our exclusive investor appreciation dinner. 
• Stay Informed: Subscribe for updates, insights, and performance reports. 

 
Conclusion: Nurturing Long-Term Advocacy 
Transitioning investors from Conversion to Advocacy is about solidifying the trust built during 
the investment process and turning it into long-term loyalty. Advocacy goes beyond keeping 
investors satisfied—it’s about turning them into champions for your fund, actively promoting it 
to their networks and helping you grow organically. 

By maintaining regular communication, delivering ongoing value, and engaging with your 
investors in meaningful ways, you create a foundation where they become not just clients, but 
active partners in your fund’s success. Each engagement tactic at this stage strengthens the 
relationship, fostering advocates who will spread your message, build your credibility, and 
expand your reach. 
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Summary of the Journey Building Process:  

1. Pre-Market Preparation 
In this initial phase, the focus is on gathering insights through market analysis, understanding 
investor behaviors, and crafting a precise brand positioning that stands out in the competitive 
landscape. Key elements include: 

• Market Analysis: Identifying current trends, key investment patterns, and emerging 
investor preferences to strategically position the fund. 

• Investor Profiling: Creating detailed investor personas by segmenting based on 
behaviors and decision-making triggers. 

• Brand & Fund Positioning: Sharpening the fund’s value proposition to differentiate it 
from competitors. 

• Marketing Ecosystem Design: Designing an integrated, multi-channel marketing 
strategy that guides investors through a seamless journey, from awareness to 
conversion. 

2. Awareness Stage 
The Awareness stage is about subtly introducing your fund by engaging potential investors 
through the challenges they face, rather than overtly promoting your product. The goal is to 
establish trust and build interest by addressing real-world problems without asking for 
anything in return. 

• Tactics: Email campaigns, content marketing (white papers, blogs, videos), website 
engagement (interactive tools, content downloads), social media marketing, and 
search marketing (SEO, PPC). 

• CTAs: Designed to offer educational value, such as downloading guides, reading 
blogs, or attending webinars. 

• Intent Triggers: Content engagement, website interaction, and requesting 
additional information signal that prospects are ready to move to the Research 
stage. 

 

3. Research Stage 
The Research stage is where prospects dig into potential solutions to their challenges. Your 
content should provide educational insights, without directly promoting your fund, focusing 
on strategies that help solve their issues. The goal is to position your firm as a resource and 
problem-solver. 

• Tactics: Educational sequences, case studies, white papers, exploratory guides, 
interactive tools, and solution-focused webinars. 

• CTAs: Encouraging further exploration by offering deeper content, such as guides 
on emerging strategies or registrations for roundtable discussions. 
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• Intent Triggers: Interaction with detailed case studies, downloading guides, 
attending webinars, or requesting one-on-one meetings shows that a prospect is 
ready to move to the Consideration stage. 

4. Consideration Stage 
In the Consideration stage, prospects are evaluating multiple solutions and comparing your 
fund against others. The focus here is on differentiating your fund by presenting detailed 
performance data, competitive advantages, and direct comparisons to competitors. 

• Tactics: Fund fact sheets, comparison guides, detailed performance reports, private 
meetings with fund managers, and exclusive events. 

• CTAs: Encourage prospects to request personalized reviews, download 
performance fact sheets, or schedule one-on-one meetings. 

• Intent Triggers: When prospects request follow-up meetings, data room access, or 
specific investment terms, they’re moving toward finalizing their decision and 
transitioning into the Conversion stage. 

5. Conversion Stage 

The Conversion stage is all about action. Prospects are ready to commit, and the focus shifts to 
due diligence, final negotiations, and signing the necessary documents. The goal is to make 
the process as smooth and frictionless as possible, ensuring prospects feel confident in their 
decision. 

• Tactics: Personalized meetings, providing data room access, delivering the PPM, 
hosting diligence sessions, and finalizing subscription documents. 

• CTAs: Focus on formalizing the investment—schedule final meetings, provide data 
room access, sign documents, and wire funds. 

• Intent Trigger: Completion of investment commitment—once the subscription 
documents are signed and the funds are wired, the prospect transitions into the 
Advocacy stage. 

6. Advocacy Stage 
In the Advocacy stage, your goal is to turn satisfied investors into long-term advocates for your 
fund. This phase emphasizes maintaining strong relationships, ongoing communication, and 
encouraging investors to share their positive experiences through testimonials, referrals, and 
case studies. 

• Tactics: Client testimonials, incentivized referral programs, VIP events, and ongoing 
communications through performance updates and exclusive content. 

• CTAs: Encourage investors to share testimonials, refer colleagues, and participate in 
case studies or exclusive events. 



 

 

www.aphabridgemarketing.com Fund Marketing and Distribution: A Playbook for Fund Marketing and Engagement 

alphabridge:  Evolved Marketing, Optimized Engagement, Measurable Growth. 

• Intent Trigger: Successful advocacy isn’t just about loyalty—it’s about active 
promotion. Investors become advocates when they refer new clients, share success 
stories, and actively support your fund through positive word-of-mouth. 

Final Thoughts 

The entire investor journey—from Awareness to Advocacy—requires a strategically designed 
approach that prioritizes value-driven interactions and seamless engagement at every stage. 
By guiding investors through personalized experiences, addressing their challenges, and 
ultimately turning them into advocates, fund managers can build stronger, long-lasting 
relationships while expanding their network through organic growth. 
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